STUDENT MOBILIZATION  COMMITTEE
c¢/o0 linda dannenberg

29 park row; b5th floor
new york, n.y. 10038
phone: (212) 964—0071

January 10, 1967

Dear Friend,

On December 28, 1966 a very important event took place in the history of the
student anti-war movement. Two hundred and fifty seven students from college and
high school campuses across the country and in Canada and Puerto Rico met for a
3-day conference in Chicago in response to a call to discuss a national student strike.
Recognizing that a national strike was not feasible at this time, the conference called
for a national Student Mobilization to organize for a Vietnam Week, April 8-15. This
is to be a week of intensive campus anti-war activity, culminating in the trans-
portation of students and faculty to the mass demonstrations scheduled for April 15
in New York and San Francisco.

The participants at the Chicago conference represented over 37 different
student groups -- religious, political, pacifist, and civil rights -- as well as 17
local independent committees to end the war. Reflecting the different attitudes and
approaches of these organizations, the conference devoted much of its time to dis-
cussing some of the major questions confronting the movement at this time. Despite
the differences in belief and tactics the conference issued the enclosed call. The
call represents the desire of the participants to redirect the campus peace movement
outward, away from the frustratisn and inner questioning many of us have felt in the
last few months, and toward the goal of winning greater numbers of students to a
stand which opposes our government's aggression in Vietnam. Toward that goal the
call suggests an emphasis on the direct effect that the war has had on the campus
community.

The peace movement is presently at a new stage. The potential exists to draw
in large sections of people never before involved in anti-war activity. The letter
of 100 student leaders to Johnson, stating their opposition to the war, is just one
indication of greater anti-war feeling on campus. There are similar signs of the
beginning of anti-war sentiment in the trade union movement and among religious
organizatinns. Civil rights leaders are becoming ever more vocal and active in their
opposition to the war.

Students have an especially important part to play in the coming activities,
not only by organizing campuses, but as a spark to set other sections of the popula-
tion into motion. There is now real potential to reach out and broaden our base.
Now is certainly not the time for frustration or despair, especially from students
who have always been in the forefront of the movement. Rather, we must view the
issues with a fresh perspective, a new unity, and increased determination to end the
Wars

We call on all students tc join in Vietnam Week, April 8-15. Please fill out
the enclosed blank and let us know how you can help -- financially, in helping to °
obtain new sponsors for the call, or in campus organizing.



A CALL TO VIETINAM WEEK

The following is the text of the call to Vietnam Week
as passed by the national student conference in Chicago,
December 28-30. It incorporates the amendments and
stylistic changes that were proposed.

"They have made a desert and called it peace." .
- Tacitus

It is two years since the U.S. government began bombing North Vietnam. For
two years the U.S. government has continued to escalate the war and spent ever
increasing sums of money. In Vietnam the war is being paid for by the increased
shedding of the blood of American and Vietnamese soldiers, and the ever increasing
killing of Vietnamese civilians. At home the war is being paid for by increased
food prices, increased tuition, and the ever increasing disruption of the lives of
American youth. This poses a challenge to those Americans who for the past two
years have been striving to bring the horror of the war to the attention of their
fellow Americans: for now large segments of America can be reached with the message
that the war is a barrier both to their own individual happiness and to the fulfill-
ment of the American dream of a nation with liberty and justice for all.

We must respond to this challenge by confronting our fellow students and our
professors with the truth about the war and its perverse effects upon our society:

We must face the true nature of the war. It is first of all a war of aggression
against the people of Vietnam, who seek only to exercise that right of self-deter=-
mination for which Americans fought in 1776. It is a racist war, a murderous war
against a colored people. It is an illegal war fought in our name but without our
consent. It is but one symptom of a diseased society, a symptom that must be ended
if it is to be possible to begin treating the disease itself.

We must face the true nature of the draft system. It is that system by which
the war machine is nourished by the blood of young men. It is that system which makes
the war possible. It further perpetuates a system of racism in the United States.

It calculatedly penalizes the poor. It is used by the government to crush the
aspirations of American racial minorities. It converts the classroom into an arena
in which the losers are sent out to kill and be killed and the winners must live with
the knowledge that their '"success" in school may mean another's death on the battle-
field.

The war in Vietnam makes it clear that the administration of this country with
the complicity of the colleges and universities prefers to train Americans to become
instruments of war instead of enlightened human beings.

We, the Student Mobilization Committee, urge all those students who wish to
oppose the criminal war in Vietnam to dedicate themselves anew to the task of ending
the war. Specifically we propose that April 8-15% be designated as Vietnam Week. We
urge national student action during Vietnam Week which will culminate in the trans-
portation of as many students as possible to New York and San Francisco as part of
the general Spring Mobilization of the antiwar movement on April 15%. Finally, we
propose that the focus of End the War in Vietnam Week be on: (1) Bringing the GI's
home now; (2) Opposing the draft, and supporting the right of individuals to refuse
to cooperate with the military system; and (3) Ending campus complicity with the war
effort.

It is especially appropriate that we American students, fighting for the right
to determine our own future, support the right of self-determination throughout the
world and call for international opposition to the war in Vietnam, which denies the
right of self-determination to the people of Vietnam.
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- IMPLEMENTATION- PROPOSALS

- -The  following motions were passed by the student conference in
.. Chicago, .December 28-30. They refer to the procedures to be fol-
- . lowed in implementing the decision to hold a- natlonal student
'Vietnam,Week Aprll 8-15. R

1. The groups 1nvolved 1n the conference are. urged to send a staff person to the New
York April Spring Mobll;zatlon:gfflcewto immediately begin organization and mail
out the proceedings of this conference.

2. That the immediate major task of this staff be to search out major. flgures in the
academic community, the civil rlghts, peace, and - student movements to be included

as sponsors of the- natlonal call that emanates from this conference. ‘That sponsors

be 1n1t1ated by local commlttees as well as. the New York staff.‘p;““

T SyE Lo

3. That ‘upon accompllshment of this broadenlng a Continuations Commlttee be composed
of a representative from each organization that composed the steerlng committee

of this conference, plus one from any organization or individuals who volunteer to

participate ‘in Vietnam Week and agree to the call. That this Continuations Committee

make further plans. ' ' R

4, That all this be done in’ cooperatlon and consultatlon with the’ Sprnng Mobilization
Committee offlcers, but that the continuations committee also malntaln a separate
identity oriented “toward the 1nvolvement and crganlzatlon of the campus and youth in
the national student Vietnam Week and the April 15 mobilization and other anti-war
actions. That the question of whether or not the full Student Mobilization Committee
remain in New York or be located in somé’ otherlplace be decided by the student Con-
tlnuatlons Comm1ttee on the ba51s of future development of ‘the moblllzatlon°

5. That this conference direct’ the Contlnuations Committee to encourage solidarity
actlons with the Aprll 15 Mobilization partlcularly in the Midwest and South, and
that" they urge the Sprlng Moblllzatlon Commlttee to Joln in encouraglng those solidarity

actlons. _

6. That thls Contlnuatlons Commlttee convene a conference on as broad a basis as pos-
gible following the Spring’ Moblllzatlon to evaluate the national student antiwar
week and mobilization and consider plans for future action. :

OTHER-MOTIONS PASSED 70 DIRECT THE NATIONAL OFFICEfiN.iTS AQT;QNS

a. Thls conference suggests that ‘the Student Moblllzatlon Commlttee;pub11c1ze the
» convenlng of a war crimes tribunal by the Bertrand Russell Peace Foundation in
Fcbruary, 1967. L

b. That the Continuations Committee. assign topics relating to campus organizing to

various campus groups with experience in these areas (i.e. Berkeley -- a strike)
and have them prepare a report on the toplc which they or the natlonal office will
dlstrlbute natlonally. S ek :

Co’ That the Contlnuatlons Commlttee 1nvest1gate to flnd 4 or 5 campuses where it may
- be p0551b1e to hold a strike. during Vietnam Week. - :

4. That local activity must be emphasized in relation to the national ‘action -- i.e.
national call supplemented by local calls, local organizers try to reach out into
new. campuses in their area, etc.




~ PROPOSALS FOR CAMPUS ACTION

The' following are some of the proposals for campus action that were
discussed in the workshops during the Chicago student conference,
December. 28-30. We hope that anyone else-who has suggestions for
possible campus activity will send them to the Student Mobilization
Committee office and we will publish these ideas for the information
of ‘cther ‘areas of the country. We hope that some of these 1deas~ R
will be. appropriate for action on your campus,’Af : o

Student Str:.ke..er ..
" The 1dea of holdlng a student strlke was one -of the maJOr proposals
under discussion at the conference° The conference, in fact had .-
orlglnally been organlzed to discuss the possibility of holdlng a ;-
national student strike. While it was generally agreed that a natien-
wide student strike was not realistic at this time, it was thought . .-
. by many that. there were a few campuses where the idea mlght -be.. feas;bleo

1'One of the 1mportant motives for such acticn is recognltlon of the-;;—
crucial, " even fundamental role that universities have played .in: car-
rying out the war. It is the universities which trained the polrce
. of the Vietnam dictatorships, which carry out the research in ever
“Thoré horrlfylng methods of waglng war, which train the young people
~of our nation to become the pollcy—makers for destructlon, and: which:
© set the 1deologlcal cllmate ‘to Justlfy tne war,A A

A necessary prerequlslte for orgaanlng a strnke on campus would therev
'fore be.a thourough’exposure of the role of the university-in the war
effort.” This would make the responsibility of students evident and
provide the basis for organizing g.large-scale action. . Another;nec- .
'essary condltlon would be the 1nvolvement of a broad range of - campus . .
groups in the strike effort, a. range golng far beyond the ‘traditional
antiwar and radical groups. Thirdly would be a climate of commltment

to action on campus SUf$1C1ently large to make a strike successful°

Ve - w1ll shortly be publlshlng a longer artlcle on the proposal for a .
student strike. . . S ) . . DTSR

Campus War Crimes Tribunals:
Almost all colleges and universities irn’the ccuntry contribute in some
way to the war effort. The forms of complicity range from permitting
easy access to university facilities by Army, Navy, Marlne, Air Force, .
‘and even CIA recruiters to conducting secret-research 6n- chemlcal and
" biological warfaré. The idea of holding" campus "war crimes trlbunals" N
could be used to expose and attack this complicity. '

This project would redulre a'well—drganlzed:and:systEdatld researéhl"ng?=

of every posslble way in which the uhivérsity supports the war effort d}»J

ii:Y  Then hearings could be held, establishing the guilt of the U.S. -in
Vietnam, and the complicity of the particular university-in carrying
out the war. Faculty members and administrators should be called to
‘give evidence about their university's role in the war.’ -(Of' course,
there may be friendly witnesses as well as witnesses who are unwilling
to appear) A verdict of guilty or innocent could be made on the basis
vof the ev1dence presented to the trlbunal.~ :

In order to maximize the effectlveness of this project: it is ‘important
to conduct the tribunals in a serious manner with as much impartiality
as possible. This will be important in obtaining faculty assistance



and broad support and cnable an effective publlclty campalgn to be
waged,- “The” educational 51db of" the progect will br;ng Tany more
“~people-into opp051tion to "the war and can be a blg'hélp in carrying
out an effective’ student’ mobilization in the spring.’

Antl-Draft Act1v1t1es.
o (1) Suppoért and publlcity for Sénator Gruenlng s proposal that no
T :‘-5'draftees be sent to Vietnam:™ ‘Activity around this issue, could be
e used tor pub11c1ze opp031tlon to the war. In addition, 1f it could
pass; ‘the proposal would make the war effort impéssible.

(2) Opposition to the system of 2-S deferments for students.: (2-S:. -
- . perpetuates.the undemocratic nature of our society since-the poor,
_..the racially oppressed; and;oethers who-could-not go .to:college are
;-the ones whe . do not get deferments and are sent to dle 1n Vietnam.

(3) Campalgns of support for the rlght of studsnts to refuse to co-

operate with the military system. Students would be urged to give

serious consideration to the position of non-cooperatlon w1th the o

mllltary in accord w1th 1nd1v1dua1 con861ence. ' e

(4) ‘Circulation’ of "We Won't Go" pledges. Thls could bo a starting
- point-fér-other action too.

(5) Women could make things difficult for draft boards by the follow-
ing procedures;:; Women could:write to the draft board in theirilecal
arca saying that they were.of draft age and could not in conscience
cooperate with the selective service system because the draft was
‘being used to carry out the-.war in Vietnam. -This would generate a
¢;good,daal of confusion, require investigation, and'cleg up the draft
.. system. ..
-and last name.) -

-

Civil Disobedience: s : *
Discussion centered around various suggestions for civil disobedience
that would not only gain widespread attention, but would also dis-
rupt the war machine. Among the suggestions wecre activities similar
to the Port Chicago actions, sit-ins at draft boards and recruiting
stations, acts of civil disobedience to prevent government agencies
from functioning, and civil disobedience by prominent individuals. It
was suggested that leaders of the movement declare their intention to
protect non-cooperators with the war after the fashion of the French

intellectuals during the Algerian war.

Opposing Recruitment for the War Machine:
Placement offices at campuses make available the dates when recruiters
from the Army, the CIA, and war-related industries come to interview
graduates or to publicize the '"benefits to be derived from working
for them. Campus groups can mobilize on these dates to expose the
role of these war agencies or corporations, holding demonstrations
and using civil disobedience if appropriate.

Student Refusal to do Research:
As part of the general exposure of war-oriented research on campus,

students should make clear their refusal to participate in physics,
chemistry, or other research where this rescarch lends itself to war
purposes.



Aid to Vlctlms of Napalm:

Boycott War-Related Companies: - it

Tax Refusal:

In addltlon to opp051ng and exp051ng the use of napalm in Vietnam,
it was. suggested that some campuses undertake. money—ralslng projects
to prov1de medlcal ald.for the victims of napaln.

A compilation of all companies involved in the productlon of war

_ materials should be made. Boycotts: agalnst them could then be ini-

tiated. There is already boycott action belng undertaken against
‘the products of Dow Chemical, _a major producer of napalm.

7 Any federal tax we pay is used to implement the war in Asia. It was
‘Tsuggested that people with-hold-all or part of ‘their federal taxes
‘as a 'means of showing that they oppose the war. One example of this

idea is participation in the natlonal campalgn to refuse to pay taxes

.lon telephone b1118°‘j,,u

AN

Representatlves of the Unrepresented. ,TI;J

All people who feel unrepresented on the issue of Vletnam could
'elect! their own representatives who would then negotiate a peace

’>treaty with the NLF. This could be used as a rallylng document for

mass action at a later time.

: ACTIONS SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED TO BRING*PEDPLE TO NEW YORh AND SAN FRANCISCO

ON APRIL 15& -

'JBe51des buses, tralns, and motorcades a- few other- ideas were suggested.
.;These 1ncluded & pledge——— a variation of the '"Oxford Pledge" in which
‘students can plédge to go-to New York or San Francisco as a means of

showing their opposition to the war. Another idea‘'was for a "Coxey's
Peace March" to New York and San Francisco. We will need many more
suggestions in the course of organizing for Aprll 15,

(
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New York, N.Y. 10038. Phone: (212) 964-0071

You may list me as a sponsor of the call to Vietnam Week and use my name
in advertisements.

I will be available to work for the Student Mobilization Committee.

I would like more information about the Spring Mobilization Committee.
Please put my name on your mailing list.

I would like to contribute § to help finance the work of the
Student Mobilization Committee.

Nameoooouﬁonoeooe.o....eooon...oo..oouoo.oo‘.o.Add.reSSo...oooo..o-oo.o.eona..a.-ooococ

Cityoaoncoooooooeuoo.oooo.aooo.oceaoowonaostateoaooouoecoo.oaoo..oo-ozipn.noc.o.vcooo.

organizationooocoauoooooouo.nuocoooouoocoaonoouacooaoooa.oonn--ocnon..aoauu.coonocooo-

PLEASE FILL OUT THIS BLANK AND MAIL IT TO US AS SOON AS POSSIBLE!!!!

RESOLUTION ON PUERTO RICO

The following resolution was adopted by the national student conference in
Chicago, December 28-30. The resolution was introduced by a Puerto Rican
student in attendance.

We resolve to condemn the colonial imposition of the draft onto Puerto
Ricans, the conversion of the island territory into a military base for
aggression against the people of this hemisphere and of Vietnam, and the
military, political, and economic domination of Puerto Rico by the United
States. We further call upon the people of the United States to give their
wholehearted support to the national liberation of Puerto Rico.



